The 3 Branches of Government
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Essential Ideas

A The Constitution gives the legislative branch d Congress 0 the power to

make laws.

A The Constitution gives the executive branch the power to execute, or implement, the law.

A The judicial branches interprets the laws.

A Under our federal system, power is shared between the national government and the state
governments.

A Local governments are established to provide order and security to citizens while accomplishing
common goals.



The US Government

BRANCHES

LEVELS A Executive
A National AJudicial
A State AlLegislative
A Local

A County

A Cities

A Towns

A Townships

A Villages
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3 BRANCHES of U.S. GOVERNMENT
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Article 11: Executive Branch

President and Vice Important powers:
President are elected to Commander-in-Chief
4 year terms Grant pardons
Qualifications: Make treaties
At least 35 years old Appoint justices of the
14 year resident of the Supreme Court
Us Ensure laws are
Natural born citizen executed
Elected by the Electoral Appoint his Cabinet

College
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THE L EGISLATIVE BRANCH
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Senate
Smaller body: 100 members
Longer term: 6 years

Larger constituencies:

members represent the entire
state

Older membership

More prestige than the House

Higher visibility in news
media than the House

Weaker centralization of
power, less leadership

Unlimited debate

Has the power of
confirmation

House
Larger body: 435 members
Shorter term: 2 years
Smaller constituencies:

members represent districts
within the state

Younger membership

Less prestige than the
Senate

Lower visibility in the news
media than the Senate

Stronger centralization of
power, more leadership

Limited debate

Does not have the power of
confirmation




COMPARING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE SENATE

House Senate

Number of Members

Length of Terms

Minimum Age for Members

Many Rules, More Formal Organizafion Few Rules, Less Formal

STRSTE GO IR Representation of the States



The Judiciary Branch
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Supreme Court

- Highest court in the federal system

- Nine Justices, meeting in Washington, D.C.

- Appeals jurisdiction through cerfiorari process
- Limited original jurisdiction over some cases

Courts of Appeal

- Intermediate level in the federal system

- 12 regional ‘“circuit” courts, including D.C. Circuit

- No original jurisdiction; strictly appellate

District Courts

- Lowest level in the federal system

- 94 judicial districts in 50 states & territories
- No appellate jurisdiction

- Original jurisdiction over most cases







The Federal Judicial Circuits
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The United States Dual Court System
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You may take 2 routes to get to the Supreme Court!
1. Federal Court system 2. State Court system
State

District

Courts \
F
E U.S. State S
D District . Courts of T
E Courts I he Appeal A
= ‘ U.S. Court T
A E
; e System sz

Courts o f S u]) reme
\ > Appeal Courr &

\ U.S. Supreme Court 1












